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This Student Spotlight brought to you by the 
Blaine County School District

For the latest news and happenings 
at BCSD sign up to receive our  BCSD 
Weekly Update on our website: 
www.blaineschools.org

“Like” us on Facebook and sign up for 
RSS Feeds from our home page and 
each school’s home page too.  Go to 
“News” at www.blaineschools.org

Our Mission:  To be a world-
class, student focused, 
community of teaching 
and learning.

student spotlight

Ellie Swanson: A Scorer by Trade
BY JONATHAN KANE

Community School senior 
Ellie Swanson is a goal 
scorer by trade and has 

exhibited that on the soccer fi eld 
by becoming the school’s all-time 
leading scorer. She of course 
still has her senior season to go 
as co-captain of the Cutthroats 
team. “I’m hoping to have a great 
year,” she said. “As of now we 
are undefeated so things are 
really shaping up.” Swanson 
attributes her success to practice 
and to her coach, Kelly Feldman. 
“Basically, I love to score goals, 
especially in the state tourna-
ment. It’s a just a great feeling.”

Born at Moritz Community 
Hospital in Sun Valley, Swanson 
will graduate from the Com-
munity School this spring as the 
youngest student in her class. 
“I can’t believe I went there at 
the age of four when I was in 
preschool and now I’m a senior. 
There are twenty-eight kids in 
the graduating class and most 
have been together since the 
third grade but there are only 
four of us that started together 
at that young of an age.” Swan-
son added, “I really love the kids 
that I grew up with and we’re 
so close that it will be the fi rst 
time we’re apart in thirteen 
years, even though we’ll all stay 
in touch. It’s funny because we 
all know everything about each 
other and, of course, there are 
times when we get sick of each 

other. But there aren’t really 
many fi ghts, even though there 
was a lot of drama in elemen-
tary and middle schools. As to 
the education, I don’t think that 
I could have done any better. 
This place is so awesome and it 
encompasses so many things and 
that’s what makes it special.”

Special to Swanson, too, are 
the many outdoor trips that the 
students take with the faculty. 
“The relationships that it builds 
with the faculty are outstand-
ing because you become like 
family and so are the relation-
ships among us because you’re 
sharing everything with each 
other—meals, work, sleep-
ing and responsibilities. Since 
middle school we have gained 
new students every year and 
the trips afford you an amazing 
place to get to know them.” At 
school, Swanson is one of 10 stu-
dents in the Outdoor Leadership 
Academy, which focuses students 
on being in the wilderness and 
learning safety and skills exper-
tise. “They told us to choose one 
discipline of rock, river or snow 
and I chose river, so I have been 
training by kayaking, rowing 
and rafting all summer and it’s 
been to prepare me for leading 
the ninth-grade class on a river 
trip down the Main Salmon for 
six days. “It’s going to be a re-
ally fun and outstanding trip.” 
Her favorite Community School 
adventure was “backpacking 
through the Washington coast 

for fi ve days. The scenery was 
absolutely incredible and since 
we would hike early in the 
morning because of the tides, it 
would be fogged in, which really 
enhanced how beautiful it was.”

At school, there is also a spe-
cial bond between the teachers 
and students because everyone is 
on a fi rst-name basis. “It always 
seems to amaze people, but I’ve 
never come from a large school 
where everything is Mr. and 
Mrs. So it’s totally natural for 
me. It makes us all feel closer 
even if you may not have that 
teacher for class.” As for sub-
jects, Swanson leans toward the 
sciences. “Right now my favorite 
class is astrophysics. I love na-
ture and the outdoors so science 
just comes naturally to me. I’m 
fascinated any time I can learn 
about the ecosystem and the gal-
axy. Literature is interesting but 
science has cold facts that are 
defi nitive.” What also is defi ni-
tive is the success that awaits 
Swanson in her future. tws

BY ANN PARRY, MATH TUTOR

Riding the bike path 
between Ketchum and 
Hailey is now out of this 

world! A very clever artist has 
created a model of the solar 
system by painting and labeling 
the sun and planets, incredibly, 
to scale.

On the bike path south of East 
Fork Road you cannot miss the 
sun’s immensity. Scaled to 2 
meters, it spans the bike path, 
all yellow and orange, complete 
with a few solar fl ares. Travel 
a little farther south and you 
encounter the scorched planet 
Mercury—just a mere dot on the 
west side of the bike path. I did 
the math and determined that 
its diameter and distance are to 
scale. On the bike path Mercury 
is 80 meters from the sun, which 
corresponds to its orbit of 58 mil-
lion kilometers. You can imagine 
the searing heat at this close 
proximity to the sun.

A little farther south is the 
greenhouse planet, Venus, 150 
meters from the sun, represent-
ing an actual distance of 108 
million kilometers. Continuing 
south, one comes to the blue 
planet, Earth. Our home is just 
the right distance from the sun: 
210 meters representing an 
actual distance of 150 million 
kilometers. This is in the tiny 
temperate zone in which life can 
be expected to occur.  As you 
straddle the Earth it is interest-
ing to contemplate that if our 
planet were just 10.7 meters 
(bike path scale) closer to the 
sun, we would burn up; 79.2 me-
ters farther away and we would 
freeze. After all, as we know it, 
life requires liquid water.

After another 110 meters one 
comes to the red planet, Mars. 
So close, only a minute’s walk, 

it seems that some day soon we 
should be able to visit Mars for 
real.

Up until now the solar system 
has been a cozy affair, with the 
planets within sight of each 
other. Continuing outwards, it 
begins to seem a lonely place in-
deed, with the distance between 
the planets increasing exponen-
tially. By the time one reaches 
Jupiter (1120 meters) it seems 
incredible that this massive 
planet would still be in the grasp 
of the sun’s gravitational pull. 

To reach Saturn (2050 meters) 
one must ride past Ohio Gulch 
Road. The clever artist included 
Saturn’s rings, which has always 
made this beautiful gaseous 
planet my favorite. And still the 
distances continue to increase: 
Uranus (4125 meters), Nep-
tune (6470 meters), and Pluto 
is in Hailey, just a mere speck 
representing the exo-planets 
(8500 meters or 5.3 miles from 
the sun).

To provide perspective on 
how fast light travels, our clever 
astronomer also included a 
scaled speed of light. Close to the 
sun are two markers labeled 30 
seconds and 60 seconds. If one 
starts at the sun and hits these 
marks at 30 seconds and 60 sec-
onds, she will be traveling at the 
scaled speed of light. At 300,000 
kilometers per second it actually 
takes 8 minutes for sunlight to 
reach our blue planet and 5.75 
hours to reach Pluto.

Riding the solar system one 
gets a sense of not only the im-
mense distances between the 
planets but also the incredible 
improbabilty that they would 
ever collide. Gazing down on 
our tiny blue planet, the only 
one known to support life, I was 
struck by how lucky we are to 
have her.

OUT OF THIS WORLD

tws

BRIEFS

Over 40 percent of Blaine County 
students qualify for free or reduced 
cost meal programs. There are more 
than 550 local children living below 
the federal poverty line in Blaine 
County, up nearly 20 percent from 
2008.The Hunger Coaliti on’s Backpack 
Club is specifi cally designed to supple-
ment the basic nutriti onal needs of 
children in our community when out-
side the safety net provided by the 
school district. 

The Backpack Club provides Blaine 
County students with direct access to 
healthy, easy-to-prepare, single-serv-
ing meals and snacks. The process to 
qualify is confi denti al and discreet. 

Naomi Spence, program director, 
stresses the importance of this pro-

gram. “There’s a core of Backpack 
Club children who, sadly, face chronic 
hunger,” states Spence. “For those 
kids, the Backpack Club is a symbol of 
stability and comfort in their chaoti c 
lives. Knowing that they can count on 
these meals gives them the peace of 
mind that they won’t have to go hun-
gry on the weekend.”

In 2011, The Hunger Coaliti on dis-
tributed 4,165 backpacks to local chil-
dren facing hunger.

If you are aware of a child who 
is facing hunger or family crisis and 
would benefi t from supplemental nu-
triti on, please speak to their parents, 
school social workers, teacher, or call 
The Hunger Coaliti on at 788-0121. 

Backpack Club Helps At-Risk Youth

This Friday, Sept. 14, the Commu-
nity School’s elementary school stu-
dents will parti cipate in Rainbow Day, 
an acti vity sponsored by Chef’s Move 
to School/American Culinary Federa-
ti on, which works with students to 
create colorful recipes with seasonal 
and local foods.

Rainbow Day is also sponsored by 
Nurture, a local grassroots organiza-
ti on (based out of Chicago) that was 
founded in 2008 to address and pro-
vide educati on on issues including 
hunger, childhood obesity, wellness 
and an increasingly unhealthy food 
chain.

During Rainbow Day, students 

will learn about the health benefi ts 
of eati ng fruits and vegetables, es-
pecially from a variety of diff erent 
color groups. Students will be using 
informati on from Idaho’s Preferred 
to become experts on local and sea-
sonal produce and will be partnering 
with Idaho’s Bounty in order to use the 
freshest foods available. 

Each grade will be assigned a color 
of the rainbow, which correlates with 
a certain recipe. For example, third 
grade will be assigned the colors green 
and red, and their correlati ng recipe 
will be applecrisps.

More info: Janet Salvoni at 
208.622.3955, ext. 115.

Food and Fun at Community School Friday

Muffy Davis Takes 
Three Gold Medals

at 2012 Paralympics
Muff y Davis said that she could go 

all out on a handcycle compared with 
a monoski. 

And she did just that at the 2012 
Paralympics, which ended Sunday in 
London.

The former Sun Valley resident 
earned three golds—one for each of 
the handcycling events she competed 
in:  Women’s H1-2 individual ti me trial, 
Mixed H1-4 Team Relay and a 29.8-
mile Women’s H1-3 Road Race.

WHY
NOT?

That’s what we say when folks
ask us why we have FREE CLASSIFIED 
ADS (40 words/less) in any category!

FREE CLASSIFIEDS


